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BUDGET DEVELOPMENT 

 

The 2017-2018 biennial budget is fiscally prudent with no expected drawdowns to our general fund 
balance or the contingency reserves.  In fact, our contingency reserve goal was reached in 2013, one 
year ahead of schedule.  This budget, with one exception, includes no new taxes.  The only new tax is 
a Public Safety Plan bond measure that was approved by voters in November 2016.  Once the 
measure is approved, the City plans to issue bonds in December of 2016 to build three new fire 
stations, a Justice Center and fully-fund fire equipment and apparatus for 20 years.  The budget does 
include an excess levy related to this bond measure to pay the bonds back beginning in 2018.   

 

The seven priorities identified are: 

1.  Cultivate safe, attractive and welcoming neighborhoods  
2.  Promote dynamic urban environments 
3.  Leverage effective partnerships and collaboration 
4.  Encourage healthy, safe and affordable housing 
5.  Maximize Tukwila’s significant economic strength and potential 
6.  Ensure organizational effectiveness and responsible financial stewardship 
7.  Foster civic pride and an informed community 

 

With the priorities established, City staff began aligning the proposed 2017-2018 work plan with each 
priority.  Through budget outreach efforts, including two open houses and an online open house, the 
City solicited information and feedback from residents and other stakeholders about the proposed 
2017-2018 work plan.  Participants in these events were able to share their priorities on the draft work 
plan and identify areas they thought were missing or incomplete.  Staff took this feedback and 
incorporated it into the City’s overall work plan for the next biennium. The budget responds to the 
priorities, both through new programs and through continued work on initiatives already underway to 
help the City meet the Strategic Plan goals.   

 

Below are examples of 2017-2018 work plan items to meet the priorities identified for the biennium. 
Examples include ongoing efforts as well as project completions and milestone accomplishments, and 
will be reflected on City-wide and Council Committee schedules and work plans following a 
collaborative process. 

 

Priority 1 – Cultivate safe, attractive and welcoming neighborhoods 

 

• Implement TIB Plan and zoning update 
• Continue SPRINT program 
• Support Neighborhood Resource Center 
• Enhanced speeding enforcement 
• Enhanced Code Enforcement 
• Complete 42nd Ave. Phase III 
• Complete 53rd Ave. S. 
• Comprehensive plan implementation 
• Construct TIB & 142nd S. crosswalk 
• Install 144th & 42nd Ave. S. traffic signal 
• Public art plan implementation 

• Complete Cascade View Safe Routes to 
School Phase II 

• Complete Duwamish Hill Preserve Phase II  
• Finish Duwamish bridge repair/painting 
• BNSF access implementation 
• Tukwila Works expansion 
• Continue to support See You in the Park 
• Implement pilot Park Watch program 
• Duwamish Gardens/Chinook Winds developed 
• Open dog park 
• Increase street trees 
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Priority 2 – Promote dynamic urban environments 

• Motel site redevelopment 
• Community Resource Center 
• Tukwila Village Phases I and II 

• Southcenter pedestrian bridge 
• Southcenter plan implementation 

• Washington Place opening 

• CBD sewer rehabilitation 

• Support human service providers 
• Rehabilitation of five bridges 

 

 

Priority 3 – Leverage effective partnerships and collaboration 

• Continued partnership with Tukwila School 
District 
o Internship/Job Shadow program 
o Afterschool program 
o Career Fair 
o School Resource Officer 
o DARE 
o Summer School 
o City Council/School Board 
o Leaders at the Links 
o Career Nights 

• Teens for Tukwila 

• Highline Schools 
• Enhance participation with partners to benefit 

Tukwila 
o SCA, PSRC, AWC, NLC 
o Local and regional governments 
o Soundside 
o Seattle Southside Tourism Authority 
o Southcenter Marketing Partnership 
o Seattle Southside Chamber 
o King County-Cities Collaboration (K4C) 
o Forterra 
o Boeing Employees Credit Union 

 

Priority 4 – Encourage healthy, safe and affordable housing 

• Housing affordability plan 
• Review and implement utility discounts 
• Continue to address housing conditions 
• Promote minor home repair program 
• Enhance code enforcement services 
• Better address homelessness 

• Participate in regional efforts to address 
homelessness and affordable housing 

• Continue to implement Healthy Tukwila 
• Support Green Tukwila program 
• Implement Housing Element of 

Comprehensive Plan 
• Support human service providers 

 

Priority 5 – Maximize Tukwila’s significant economic strength and potential 

• Address capital funding 
• Economic Development Plan 
• Leverage the Lodging Tax Advisory 

Committee 
• Participate in Seattle Southside Chamber 
• Participate in the Seattle Southside 

Regional Tourism Authority 
• Participate in the Soundside Alliance 
• Implement Southcenter Plan 
• Encourage workforce development 
• Support Tukwila Valley South development 

• Encourage MIC redevelopment 
• Central business district infrastructure 

investments 
o Sewer rehabilitation 
o Storm water improvements 
o New traffic signals 

• Continue Starfire/Sounders Partnership 
• Rehabilitation of five bridges 
• Boeing Access Road bridge redevelopment 
• Enhance business community outreach 
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Priority 6 – Ensure organizational effectiveness and responsible financial stewardship 

• Implementing Public Safety Plan 

• Enhance community reporting: 

• Police records management 
• Tukwila Works 
• Fire 
• P&R 
• GIS 
• Tukwila Works 
• TRAKiT 
• Blue Beam 
• Address health benefits 

• Strategic Plan update 

• Technology infrastructure investments 
• Develop additional performance measures 

and examine budget process 

• Ongoing process improvements 

• Enhance customer service 

• Expand online activities 

o Recreation management system 
o Permits 
o Business license 
o Rental housing license 

• Continue to meet financial reserve 
• policy 

• Implement new employee evaluations 
• Leverage grants to improve 

neighborhoods 
• Ongoing succession planning 

• Continue department strategic plans 

• Increased pursuit of awards 

• Establish citywide fee policy 
• Implement new training program 

• Develop equipment replacement strategy 

• Review and update impact fees 

• Address fleet planning
 

 

Priority 7 – Foster civic pride and an informed community 

• Develop neighborhood improvement 
programs 

• Ongoing support of block watches 
• Enhance community communications and 

information sharing through: 
• TukTV 
• Hazelnut 
• Tukwila Reporter 
• Facebook & Twitter 
• Enhanced website 
• E-Hazelnut 
• Community Connectors 
• Implement pilot Park Watch program 
• Develop a more robust community 

calendar 
• Continue City annual report 
• Expand the Healthy Tukwila program 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Continued engagement with the community 
via events that include: 

o Summer Kick Off 
o July 4th 
o Touch-a-Truck 
o Backyard Wildlife 
o See You in the Park 
o Spirit of Giving 
o Night Out Against Crime 
o Green Tukwila 

• Support Police Department Community 

Liaison Team 

• Implement the Southcenter Marketing 

Partnership 
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