
 

 

City of Tukwila
Allan Ekberg, Mayor

INFORMATIONAL MEMORANDUM 
 

 

TO:   Transportation & Infrastructure Committee 

FROM: Laurel Humphrey, Council Analyst 

DATE:  April 3, 2020 

SUBJECT: Transportation for America: The Congestion Con 

 
ISSUE 

At the 2020 National League of Cities Congressional City Conference, Councilmember 
Kruller attended a presentation on “The Congestion Con,” published by Transportation 
for America, and requested to add it to the next committee agenda. The Committee 
agreed to do so. 

The report summary from the Transportation for America website: 

In an expensive effort to curb congestion in urban regions, we have overwhelmingly 
prioritized one strategy: we have spent decades and hundreds of billions of dollars 
widening and building new highways. We added 30,511 new freeway lane-miles of 
road in the largest 100 urbanized areas between 1993 and 2017, an increase of 42 
percent. That rate of freeway expansion significantly outstripped the 32 percent 
growth in population in those regions over the same time period. Yet this strategy 
has utterly failed to “solve” the problem at hand—delay is up in those urbanized 
areas by a staggering 144 percent. 

Those new lane-miles haven’t come cheap and we are spending billions to widen 
roads and seeing unimpressive, unpredictable results in return. Further, the 
urbanized areas expanding their freeways more rapidly aren’t necessarily having 
more success curbing congestion—in fact, in many cases the opposite is true. 

This report examines why our strategies to reduce congestion are failing, why 
eliminating congestion might actually be the wrong goal, and how spending billions 
to expand highways can actually make congestion worse by encouraging people to 
drive more than they otherwise would, a counterintuitive but well-documented 
phenomenon known as induced demand. The report also has five simple policy 
recommendations to make better use of our billions of dollars without pouring yet 
more into a black hole of congestion “mitigation.” 

http://t4america.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Congestion-Report-2020-FINAL.pdf 

RECOMMENDATION 

Discussion only. 
 
Attachment  

The Congestion Con Report 
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THE

How more lanes and more money equals more traffic

C O N
CONGESTION
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In an expensive effort to curb congestion in urban regions, we have 
overwhelmingly prioritized one strategy: we have spent decades and 
hundreds of billions of dollars widening and building new highways. We 
added 30,511 new freeway lane-miles in the largest 100 urbanized areas 
between 1993 and 2017, an increase of 42 percent. That rate of expansion 
significantly outstripped the 32 percent growth in population in those 
regions over the same time period. 

Yet this strategy has utterly failed to “solve” congestion.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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