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INFORMATIONAL MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 

FROM: Henry Hash, Public Works Director 
 Jay C. Witter, Fire Chief 

BY: Jason Koniezcka, Emergency Manager 
 Charles Engle, Acting Fleet Superintendent 
CC: Mayor Ekberg 

DATE: May 29, 2020 

SUBJECT: Resolution to Surplus & Transfer Ownership of Fire’s 2005 HazMat Trailer to Renton RFA 
 
ISSUE 

Surplus and transfer ownership of Tukwila Fire’s 2005 Cargo Mate Tandem Axle Enclosed Trailer, or known as the 
HazMat/Decon Trailer, Fleet Unit 1023, to Renton’s Regional Fire Authority (RFA) active Zone 3 HazMat response entity. 

BACKGROUND 

In August 2005, the Tukwila Fire Department was one of six Zone 3 (South King County) HazMat teams that received an 
enclosed trailer to house and transport hazardous material decontamination response equipment and supplies from the 
State of Washington Department of Homeland Security through the King County Office of Emergency Management 
grant. The City expended no funds in the procurement of this trailer and has only been the custodian of the asset. 
 

The Decontamination Trailers are regional assets maintained and kept in a response-ready status by each active Zone 3 
Hazmat response team. 

DISCUSSION 

The Tukwila Fire Department no longer maintains a HazMat team and no longer meets the requirements of the originating 
Homeland Security grant that provided the trailer and cannot offer the regional Hazmat response and decontamination 
services that are now provided by Renton’s Regional Fire Authority. 
 

Renton RFA’s original decontamination trailer received under this same Homeland Security grant is no longer usable 
due to water damage. 
 

As with all Zone 3 activities, the City of Tukwila benefits from coordinated participation of all affected jurisdictions and 
sharing regional supplies and assets. City of Tukwila residents, businesses and visitors will have a better level of 
response coverage from the Renton Regional Fire Authority in case of a hazardous material incident since they will be 
maintaining the trailer and it will be in their possession providing for quicker response.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT 

The transfer of Unit 1023 reduces the Fire Department fleet inventory by one trailer and reduces associated operations 
and maintenance costs which have averaged $1,000 per year over the past five years. Currently, Unit 1023 needs 
repairs such as new a standby battery and tires. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Council is being asked to approve the Resolution declaring Trailer Unit 1023 as surplus, authorizing the transfer to the 
Renton Regional Fire Authority and to consider this item on the Consent Agenda of the June 15, 2020 Regular Council 
Meeting. 

Attachments: Resolution with Exhibits A and B 
KC Office of Emergency Management Hand Receipt Form, Washington Military Department PO P47863, Olympic Trailer & Truck, Inc. Invoice 13258 
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A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TUKWILA, WASHINGTON, DECLARING A 2005 CARGO 
MATE TANDEM AXLE ENCLOSED TRAILER SURPLUS, 
AND AUTHORIZING ITS TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP TO 
RENTON REGIONAL FIRE AUTHORITY. 

WHEREAS, the City of Tukwila Fire Department received a 2005 Cargo Mate 
Tandem Axle Enclosed Trailer in 2005 from the State of Washington Department of 
Homeland Security through the King County Office of Emergency Management grant for 
storing and maintaining hazardous material response equipment due to being an active 
Zone 3 HazMat response participant; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Tukwila’s Fire Department no longer practices Technician 
Level hazmat control; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Tukwila expended no funds in the procurement of this 2005 
Cargo Mate Tandem Axle Enclosed Trailer and has only been the custodian of this Zone 
3 Regional Response asset; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Tukwila’s residents, businesses and visitors currently receive 
the same level of critical hazardous material response services from the Zone 3 Regional 
Response participants; and 

WHEREAS, the Renton Regional Fire Authority is an active Zone 3 hazardous 
materials spills Zone 3 Regional Response participant; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Tukwila’s Fleet Department wishes to transfer ownership of 
the 2005 Cargo Mate Tandem Axle Enclosed Trailer, also referred to as the 
Hazmat/Decon Trailer as described and depicted in the photograph attached hereto as 
Exhibits A and B, respectively, to the Renton Regional Fire Authority, which transfer will 
directly benefit the City of Tukwila’s residents, businesses and visitors; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Tukwila has statutory authority to transfer surplus personal 
property to another governmental agency as authorized by RCW 39.33.010; 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TUKWILA, 
WASHINGTON, HEREBY RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 

 Section 1.  Declaration of Surplus.  Fire apparatus #523/Fleet unit number 1023, a 
2005 Cargo Mate Tandem Axle Enclosed Trailer (Vehicle Identification Number 
5NHUTBT215T405479), is hereby declared surplus, as it has less than $500 value 
without the practice of Technician Level hazmat control within the Tukwila Fire 
Department. 

 Section 2.  Mayor Authorized to Surplus.  The Mayor is hereby authorized to 
transfer ownership of the 2005 Cargo Mate Tandem Axle Enclosed Trailer described in 
Section 1 for use by the Renton Regional Fire Authority as authorized by RCW 39.33.010 
and for the benefit of the City of Tukwila’s residents, businesses and visitors. 
 
 PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TUKWILA, WASHINGTON, at 
a Regular Meeting thereof this ________ day of ___________________, 2020. 
 
 
ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 
 
 
 
      
Christy O'Flaherty, MMC, City Clerk   De’Sean Quinn, Council President 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM BY: 
    Filed with the City Clerk:  
    Passed by the City Council:  
    Resolution Number:  
   
Office of the City Attorney 
 
 

Exhibit A:  2020 Fleet Surplus List—HazMat Trailer 

Exhibit B:  2020 Fleet Surplus Equipment (HazMat Trailer)—Photographs 
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2020 Fleet Surplus Equipment  
(HazMat Trailer) –  

Exhibit B 
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Unit 1023, 2005 Trailer, Cargo Mate, Plate: 76390C, 

VIN: 5NHUTBT215T405479. Estimated value $500. 
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