
 

INFORMATIONAL MEMORANDUM 

TO: Transportation and Infrastructure Services Committee 

FROM: Hari Ponnekanti, Public Works Director/City Engineer 

BY: Adam Cox, Transportation Project Manager 

CC: Mayor Ekberg 

DATE: March 31, 2023   

SUBJECT: S 152nd Street Safe Routes to School Project  
Project No. 91710303  

ISSUE 
Discussion on undergrounding utilities for the 152nd St Safe Routes to School (SRTS) project. 
 

BACKGROUND 
The S 152nd Street SRTS project will design new curb, gutter, and sidewalks along the stretch of 
road between Tukwila International Boulevard and 42nd Avenue S. Additionally, improvements 
to the existing storm drainage system will be included to improve operation and water quality in 
the Gilliam Creek basin.  
 

ANALYSIS 
KPG-Psomas, Inc. (KPG) was selected to perform the design of the project in April 2022. The 
30% plans and estimate (P&E) were submitted to the City in December 2022 and 
comments/review was submitted back to KPG to incorporate. The initial scope of work did not 
include undergrounding overhead utilities as the focus for the project was establishing 
pedestrian facilities, stormwater, and roadway improvements. During future discussions, 
undergrounding of overhead utility requirements/codes warrants further examination for this 
project. 
 

Undergrounding overhead utilities for this project would require additional funds of at least $3.2 
million. In addition to the added design and construction costs, it is estimated that the 
construction start would be delayed a year due to the added scope of the undergrounding. The 
undergrounding could also double the calendar days to close out the project - not contract 
working days, but total time the contract is open due to pole removals, comm wire installation, 
and service conversion. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 
The rough order of magnitude (ROM) provided by KPG for the additional design and 
construction to underground the overhead utilities is $3.2 million, borne by the general fund with 
minimal support from grants. 
 

Sound Transit is currently funding 100% the design of the pedestrian and roadway facilities. The 
City has also applied to the Washington State of Transportation (WSDOT) for SRTS funding. 
Unfortunately, we were not selected to receive funding, however, the project is first on the list to 
receive funding if additional funding becomes available or other awarded projects do not 
continue.  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
The Council is being asked to accept a deviation as described in TMC 11.28 for not requiring 
undergrounding overhead utilities on the project to allow the project to move forward toward the 
60% design. 
 

Attachments: 2023 CIP, Page 4 
            S 152nd Utility Undergrounding Memorandum 
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CITY OF TUKWILA CAPITAL PROJECT SUMMARY

2023 to 2028

PROJECT: S 152nd St Safe Routes to School Project No. 91710303

DESCRIPTION:

JUSTIFICATION:

STATUS:

MAINT. IMPACT:

COMMENT:

FINANCIAL Through Estimated
(in $000's) 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 BEYOND TOTAL

EXPENSES

Design 453         453

Land (R/W) 15 15

Const. Mgmt. 400 400

Construction 3,600 3,600

TOTAL EXPENSES 0 453 4,015 0 0 0 0 0 0 4,468

FUND SOURCES

Awarded Grant 369 369

Proposed Grant 3,200 -          3,200

Solid Waste Utility Tax 100 100

Surface Water Fund 84 84

103 Fund Balance 0 715 0 0 0 0 0 0 715

TOTAL SOURCES 0 453 4,015 0 0 0 0 0 0 4,468

Sound Transit System Access Fund Grant of $369k for design. Apply for SRTS grant in 2021 for construction.

Install curb, gutter, and sidewalks on both sides of S 152nd St, including widening pavement width by three
feet to construct an on-street parking lane as a buffer between the roadway and sidewalk on the north side.

Enhance safety for students walking to Foster High School, Showalter Middle School, and Thorndyke
Elementary School and encourage transportation choices for the neighborhood.

Design funded, construction pending SRTS grant funding.

New sidewalk and pavement will need to be maintained.
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