
 

 

City of Tukwila 
Thomas McLeod, Mayor 

INFORMATIONAL MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:   Planning and Community Development 
 
FROM:  Nora Gierloff, AICP, Director, Department of Community Development 
 
BY:  Nancy Eklund, AICP, Long Range Planning Manager 
  Neil Tabor, AICP, Senior Planner 
 
CC:   Thomas McLeod 
 
DATE:  February 12, 2024 
 
SUBJECT: 2024-2044 Comprehensive Plan Status - Briefing 
 
 
ISSUE 
Staff is nearing the final stages of Planning Commission review of the periodic update of the 
City’s Comprehensive Plan. This briefing is to provide background on the process to date and 
next steps. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Requirements 

The Growth Management Act requires jurisdictions in fully planning counties to conduct periodic 
updates of their comprehensive plans at regular intervals, usually every 8 to 10 years. The 
periodic update must reflect policy requirements from the Washington Department of 
Commerce, Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC), and King County. Prior to council adoption, 
these agencies will conduct a review of the Plan’s policy compliance. If the updated plan is not 
consistent with required policies and adopted by December 31, 2024, Tukwila will not be eligible 
to receive the significant regional transportation funding provided through PSRC.  
 
Comprehensive Plan Update Work to Date  

Public Outreach 
Staff conducted significant public outreach with the community and key stakeholders prior to 
any policy development of the plan occurring. This process helped ensure key concerns of the 
community were captured and would be reflected and addressed in the final document. 
Concerns including, but not limited to housing costs, housing that meets household needs (i.e., 
number of bedrooms for household size), safety, environmental pollution, climate change, tree 
retention and environmental protection, transit availability, job creation, parking availability, and 
long-term financial stability were consistently raised.  
 
A variety of engagement opportunities were created with the intent to involve more community 
members who may not be able to participate through traditional outreach methods. Some 
examples of outreach included contracting with community-based organizations to gather input 
on topics of interest, hosting an online engagement hub, holding stakeholder interviews, tabling 
at locations around the City at different times of day, speaking with high school classes, 
presenting to boards and commissions, reaching out to community groups, and hosting several 
open houses. Translation services were provided where possible to better capture the diversity 
of Tukwila voices. 
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https://tukwilawa.sharepoint.com/sites/mayorsoffice/cc/Council Agenda Items/DCD/2-12-24 2024-2044 CompPlan Status Briefing - Info Memo.docx 

 
Legislative Items Integrated into the Comprehensive Plan Update 
The periodic update includes changes in policy requirements at the state, regional and county 
levels that are mandated by changes in state law or reflect modifications in regional and county 
priorities since the last periodic update. Areas of significant change since the last periodic 
update include housing, equity, and climate change. While many changes in state law will be 
reflected in the periodic update, other items will be addressed through subsequent amendments 
to the Tukwila Municipal Code. 
 
Planning Commission Review 
Staff has worked closely with the Planning Commission to conduct review of individual elements 
being updated or created for the periodic update. Staff anticipates completing review of draft 
elements with the Planning Commission by the end of the month and will conduct a public 
hearing on the complete package of draft elements at the March 14th Planning Commission 
meeting.  
 
Numerous policies were updated based on planning commission feedback and suggestions. 
Items in which there was not consensus on policy between Commissioners or between staff and 
the Planning Commission will be highlighted in materials provided to Council in their review. 
 
DISCUSSION  
Staff is interested in feedback from Council members on any additional information desired, or 
suggestions for future review with PCD and Council. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
This item is intended as information only. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Comprehensive Plan Status Briefing Presentation  

2



Pl
an

ni
ng

 a
nd

 C
om

m
un

ity
 

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t C
om

m
itt

ee
Co

m
pr

eh
en

siv
e 

Pl
an

 S
ta

tu
s -

Br
ie

fin
g

Fe
br

ua
ry

 1
2,

 2
02

4

3



Ba
ck

gr
ou

nd

•
Th

e 
gr

ow
th

 m
an

ag
em

en
t a

ct
 (G

M
A)

 re
qu

ire
s 

al
l 

fu
lly

 p
la

nn
in

g 
ci

tie
s t

o 
ad

op
t a

 p
er

io
di

c 
up

da
te

 o
f 

th
ei

r c
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 p

la
ns

 a
t r

eg
ul

ar
 in

te
rv

al
s,

 
ge

ne
ra

lly
 e

ve
ry

 8
-1

0 
ye

ar
s.

•
Pe

rio
di

c 
up

da
te

s 
ar

e 
fr

am
ed

 a
ro

un
d 

a 
20

-y
ea

r 
pl

an
ni

ng
 p

er
io

d 
(2

02
4-

20
44

)

•
Ju

ris
di

ct
io

ns
 w

ith
in

 K
in

g,
 P

ie
rc

e,
 S

no
ho

m
is

h 
an

d 
Ki

ts
ap

 c
ou

nt
ie

s a
re

 re
qu

ire
d 

to
 a

do
pt

 a
 p

er
io

di
c 

up
da

te
 o

f t
he

ir 
co

m
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 p
la

ns
 b

y 
   

  
D

ec
em

be
r 3

1,
 2

02
4.

•
Th

e 
m

os
t s

ig
ni

fic
an

t u
pd

at
e 

ar
ea

s 
fo

r t
hi

s 
pe

rio
di

c 
up

da
te

 c
yc

le
 a

re
:

•
Eq

ui
ty

•
H

ou
si

ng
•

Cl
im

at
e 

Ch
an

ge

4



Re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

•
Th

e 
co

m
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 p
la

n 
m

us
t c

om
pl

y 
w

ith
 p

ol
ic

y 
re

qu
ire

m
en

ts
 a

nd
 in

cl
ud

e 
re

qu
ire

d 
m

at
er

ia
ls

 s
et

 
by

 th
e 

W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

De
pa

rt
m

en
t o

f C
om

m
er

ce
, 

Pu
ge

t S
ou

nd
 R

eg
io

na
l C

ou
nc

il,
 a

nd
 K

in
g 

Co
un

ty

•
Pl

an
 u

pd
at

es
 a

dd
re

ss
 re

vi
sio

ns
 to

 S
ta

te
 la

w
s,

 n
ew

 
re

gi
on

al
 p

ol
ic

y 
gu

id
an

ce
, a

nd
 c

ha
ng

es
 to

 lo
ca

l 
pr

io
rit

ie
s 

an
d 

pr
ac

tic
es

  

•
Th

e 
dr

af
t p

la
n 

w
ill

 b
e 

re
vi

ew
ed

 a
t t

he
 S

ta
te

, 
re

gi
on

al
 a

nd
 lo

ca
l l

ev
el

 to
 e

ns
ur

e 
co

m
pl

ia
nc

e 
w

ith
 

re
qu

ire
d 

gu
id

an
ce

 b
ef

or
e 

ad
op

tio
n

•
Fa

ilu
re

 to
 a

do
pt

 a
n 

ap
pr

ov
ed

 c
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 p

la
n 

by
 D

ec
em

be
r 3

1,
 2

02
4,

 w
ill

 re
st

ric
t T

uk
w

ila
’s 

el
ig

ib
ili

ty
 fo

r t
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

gr
an

ts
 fr

om
 th

e 
Pu

ge
t 

So
un

d 
Re

gi
on

al
 C

ou
nc

il

5



Pr
oj

ec
t S

ch
ed

ul
e

Fa
ll 

22
 –

Sp
rin

g 
23

Sp
rin

g 
23

 –
Su

m
m

er
 2

3
Su

m
m

er
 2

3 
–

Fa
ll 2

3
Fa

ll 
23

 –
W

in
te

r 2
3

W
in

te
r 2

3 
–

Sp
rin

g 
24

Sp
rin

g 
24

 –
Fa

ll 
24

Id
en

tif
yi

ng
 S

ta
te

 &
 

Re
gi

on
al

 
Re

qu
ire

m
en

ts

D
ev

el
op

 C
om

m
un

ity
 

En
ga

ge
m

en
t P

la
n

Co
m

m
un

ity
 

O
ut

re
ac

h

Id
en

tif
y 

Co
m

m
un

ity
 

Is
su

es

Ta
lk

 w
ith

 
co

m
m

un
ity

 g
ro

up
s 

ab
ou

t h
ou

si
ng

 
op

tio
ns

Pl
an

ni
ng

 
Co

m
m

is
si

on
 R

ev
ie

w
 

of
 D

ra
ft

 E
le

m
en

ts
 

Co
m

m
un

ity
 O

pe
n 

H
ou

se
 –

9/
20

/2
3

Co
nt

in
ue

 ta
rg

et
ed

 
Co

m
m

un
ity

 
O

ut
re

ac
h

Co
nt

in
ue

d 
Pl

an
ni

ng
 

Co
m

m
is

si
on

 R
ev

ie
w

 
of

 D
ra

ft
 E

le
m

en
t

Co
m

m
un

ity
 O

pe
n 

H
ou

se
 2

/1
/2

02
4

Re
vi

se
 p

la
n 

pe
r 

in
pu

t

Pl
an

ni
ng

 
Co

m
m

is
si

on
 P

ub
lic

 
H

ea
rin

g 
on

 D
ra

ft
 

Pl
an

Ci
ty

 C
ou

nc
il 

W
or

ks
ho

ps
 o

n 
Co

m
p 

Pl
an

 c
on

te
nt

Co
m

m
un

ity
 O

pe
n 

H
ou

se
 –

M
ay

-J
un

e 
20

24

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
Re

vi
ew

Ci
ty

 C
ou

nc
il 

Pu
bl

ic
 

H
ea

rin
g 

on
 D

ra
ft

 
Pl

an
Ad

op
tio

n 
of

 P
la

n

6



Pu
bl

ic
 

O
ut

re
ac

h

•
St

af
f h

as
 c

on
du

ct
ed

 e
xt

en
si

ve
 

en
ga

ge
m

en
t w

ith
 th

e 
pu

bl
ic

 
in

cl
ud

in
g,

 b
ut

 n
ot

 li
m

ite
d 

to
:

•
O

pe
n 

ho
us

es
 a

t v
ar

io
us

 p
oi

nt
s 

of
 

th
e 

pr
oc

es
s

•
O

nl
in

e 
en

ga
ge

m
en

t h
ub

•
Co

nt
ra

ct
in

g 
w

ith
 k

ey
 c

om
m

un
ity

 
gr

ou
ps

•
St

ak
eh

ol
de

r i
nt

er
vi

ew
s

•
H

ou
si

ng
 P

re
fe

re
nc

es
 s

ur
ve

y
•

Pr
es

en
ta

tio
ns

 to
 c

om
m

un
ity

 g
ro

up
s

•
Ta

bl
in

g 
at

 c
om

m
un

ity
 e

ve
nt

s

7



O
ut

re
ac

h 
Ev

en
ts

 to
 

Da
te

8



Pr
oc

es
s 

(2
02

4)

•
Pl

an
ni

ng
 C

om
m

iss
io

n 
re

vi
ew

 o
f i

nd
iv

id
ua

l 
el

em
en

t d
ra

ft
s

•
Pu

bl
ic

 H
ea

rin
g 

be
fo

re
 th

e 
Pl

an
ni

ng
 

Co
m

m
iss

io
n

•
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l R

ev
ie

w

•
Pr

el
im

in
ar

y 
re

vi
ew

 o
f d

ra
ft

 c
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 

pl
an

 b
y 

st
at

e 
an

d 
re

gi
on

al
 b

od
ie

s

•
Co

un
ci

l r
ev

ie
w

•
Pu

bl
ic

 H
ea

rin
g(

s)
 b

ef
or

e 
th

e 
Co

un
ci

l

•
Co

un
ci

l a
do

pt
io

n 
of

 th
e 

co
m

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 p

la
n

•
Ce

rt
ifi

ca
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

co
m

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 p

la
n 

by
 

re
vi

ew
in

g 
bo

di
es

9



Dr
af

t 
El

em
en

ts

•
A 

pu
bl

ic
 h

ea
rin

g 
on

 th
e 

dr
af

t e
le

m
en

ts
 w

ill
 

be
 h

el
d 

at
 th

e 
Pl

an
ni

ng
 C

om
m

is
si

on
 a

t t
he

 
M

ar
ch

 1
4t

h 
m

ee
tin

g 

•
D

ra
ft

 E
le

m
en

ts
 a

nd
 B

ac
kg

ro
un

d 
Re

po
rt

s w
ill

 
be

 fu
rt

he
r r

ef
in

ed
 o

ve
r n

ex
t f

ew
 m

on
th

s 
w

ith
 fi

na
l e

di
tin

g 
fo

r r
ea

da
bi

lit
y,

 d
oc

um
en

t 
de

si
gn

, a
nd

 s
up

po
rt

in
g 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n

(m
ap

s,
 

gr
ap

hs
, e

tc
.)

•
D

ra
ft

 E
le

m
en

ts
 a

re
 a

va
ila

bl
e 

fo
r p

ub
lic

 
re

vi
ew

 o
n 

th
e 

Ci
ty

’s 
W

eb
si

te
 fo

r p
ub

lic
 

fe
ed

ba
ck

 
(h

tt
ps

:/
/w

w
w

.tu
kw

ila
w

a.
go

v/
de

pa
rt

m
en

ts
/c

om
m

un
ity

-d
ev

el
op

m
en

t/
co

m
pr

eh
en

si
ve

-
pl

an
/c

om
pr

eh
en

siv
e-

pl
an

-e
le

m
en

t-
dr

af
ts

/

10



Co
un

ci
l 

Re
vi

ew

•
To

 p
ro

vi
de

 C
ou

nc
il 

w
ith

 a
de

qu
at

e 
tim

e 
fo

r 
re

vi
ew

 o
f t

he
 p

er
io

di
c 

up
da

te
, s

ta
ff 

w
ill

 b
e 

m
ee

tin
g 

w
ith

 th
e 

PC
D 

an
d 

Co
un

ci
l 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 2

02
4

11



Di
sc

us
sio

n

12




