
INFORMATIONAL MEMORANDUM 

TO: Community Services & Safety Committee 

FROM:  Kris Kelly, Interim Parks & Recreation Director 
BY: David Rosen, Parks & Recreation Analyst 

DATE: July 23, 2024 

SUBJECT: Authorization to Apply for Washington Recreation & Conservation Office Grants 
Which Require Matching Funds 

ISSUE 
The Tukwila Parks & Recreation Department has completed applications for two grant programs 
offered by the Washington Recreation & Conservation Office (RCO). Both grants require matching 
funds to apply and city policy requires council authorization to apply for any grants which require city 
matching funds. 

BACKGROUND 
RCO is a small state agency tasked with managing grant programs for outdoor recreation opportunities, 
protection of state wildlife habitat, working farms and forests, salmon and orca related policy goals, and 
more. On average, RCO awards over $200M every year in grant funding. Grants are applied for in even 
years with awarding of funds being finalized in odd years based on scoring provided by RCO and its 
selection committees and the State of Washington Capital Budget. 

The City of Tukwila Parks & Recreation Department has had success in recent years with RCO grants 
programs, being awarded a Planning for Recreation Access (PRA) Grant for $197,300 and a Local 
Parks Maintenance (LPM) Grant for $100,000 in Fiscal Year 2023. 

DISCUSSION 
The Parks & Recreation Department is prepared to submit applications for two grants: 
1. Washington Wildlife & Recreation Program (WWRP) Local Parks

The Local Parks grant (Application 24-1800) is being submitted for renovation of the Riverton Park
Playground. This project would include a full replacement and enhancement of the play area at
Riverton Park, with brand new play structure elements that provide for all ages and abilities, as well
as a larger picnic shelter on site. Play elements have been selected specifically with provision of
recreational opportunities for children of all ages, providing early childhood development
opportunities as well as opportunity for recreational access for those who are differently abled. The
project’s total estimated cost is $1,367,600 with the WWRP-Local Parks grant providing $500,000 in
grant funds, and the City of Tukwila providing $867,600 in matching funds. Please refer to Exhibit A
for a basic overview of the project as proposed.

Note: Due to this project being on land that is leased from the Tukwila School District, the Parks &
Recreation Department is required to seek applicant authorization from the school district as well.
This process is currently in progress with an item scheduled for their next school board meeting on
August 27th.
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2. Washington Wildlife & Recreation Program Water Access
The Water Access grant (Application 24-1802) is being submitted for development of the riverside
campus of the Tukwila Community Center. This project would include a re-imagining of all space
that lies behind the Tukwila Community Center from exit and up to and including the shores of the
Duwamish River. Project elements include improvements to the trail on the backside of TCC which
would include grading allowing for ADA access, a brand-new canoe launch on the southwestern
shore, a boardwalk along the Duwamish River, an ADA accessible river overlook tower, a log jam
seating wall adjacent to the Duwamish River, and improvements to play elements and picnic areas
throughout TCC’s riverside campus. The project’s total cost is estimated at $3,620,000 with the
WWRP-Water Access grant providing $1,810,000 in grant funds, and the City of Tukwila providing
$1,810,000 in matching funds. Please refer to Exhibit B for a basic overview of the project as
proposed.

At this time, the City of Tukwila is therefore estimating required matching funds for these grants of 
$2,677,600. These matching funds would be provided by a mixture of REET1 funds, King County Parks 
Levy funds, and predominantly, Park Impact Fees. Department staff can confirm that the required 
amount is on hand within the Land Acquisition, Recreation, and Park Development Fund (Fund 301) at 
this time. Department staff will continue to seek other fund sources that could be used to assist in 
project execution as we await final results of these RCO grant applications.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT 
Authorization of this resolution does not encumber any funds or create any General Fund inflows or 
outflows. Authorization of this resolution simply allows for completion and submittal of the grant 
applications. If the grants were awarded, at that time, the Parks & Recreation Department would 
encumber the necessary matching funds within Fund 301. 

RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommend the committee forward this resolution to the August 19th Regular Meeting Agenda for 
approval by the full City of Tukwila City Council. 

ATTACHMENTS 
A --- RCO Applicant Resolution/Authorization Form 
B --- Resolution 1144 (King County Transfer of Tukwila Community Center Land)
C --- Contract 21-188 (Lease for Riverton Park land from Tukwila School District) 
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3. Our organization has reviewed the sample RCO Grant Agreement on the Recreation and Conservation
Office’s WEB SITE at: https://rco.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/SampleProjAgreement.pdf. We
understand and acknowledge that if offered an agreement to sign in the future, it will contain an
indemnification and legal venue stipulation and other terms and conditions substantially in the form
contained in the sample Agreement and that such terms and conditions of any signed Agreement shall
be legally binding on the sponsor if our representative/agent enters into an Agreement on our behalf.
The Office reserves the right to revise the Agreement prior to execution.

4. Our organization acknowledges and warrants, after conferring with its legal counsel, that its authorized
representative(s)/agent(s) have full legal authority to act and sign on behalf of the organization for their
assigned role/document.

5. Grant assistance is contingent on a signed Agreement. Entering into any Agreement with the Office is
purely voluntary on our part.

6. Our organization understands that grant policies and requirements vary depending on the grant
program applied to, the grant program and source of funding in the Agreement, the characteristics of
the project, and the characteristics of our organization.

7. Our organization further understands that prior to our authorized representative(s)/agent(s) executing
any of the documents listed above, the RCO may make revisions to its sample Agreement and that such
revisions could include the indemnification and the legal venue stipulation. Our organization accepts the
legal obligation that we shall, prior to execution of the Agreement(s), confer with our authorized
representative(s)/agent(s) as to any revisions to the project Agreement from that of the sample
Agreement. We also acknowledge and accept that if our authorized representative(s)/agent(s) executes
the Agreement(s) with any such revisions, all terms and conditions of the executed Agreement shall be
conclusively deemed to be executed with our authorization.

8. Any grant assistance received will be used for only direct eligible and allowable costs that are reasonable
and necessary to implement the project(s) referenced above.

9. [for Recreation and Conservation Funding Board Grant Programs Only] If match is required for the grant,
we understand our organization must certify the availability of match at least one month before funding
approval. In addition, our organization understands it is responsible for supporting all non-cash
matching share commitments to this project should they not materialize.

10. Our organization acknowledges that if it receives grant funds managed by the Office, the Office will pay
us on only a reimbursement basis. We understand reimbursement basis means that we will only request
payment from the Office after we incur grant eligible and allowable costs and pay them. The Office may
also determine an amount of retainage and hold that amount until all project deliverables, grant reports,
or other responsibilities are complete.

11. [for Acquisition Projects Only] Our organization acknowledges that any property acquired with grant
assistance must be dedicated for the purposes of the grant in perpetuity unless otherwise agreed to in
writing by our organization and the Office. We agree to dedicate the property in a signed “Deed of
Right” for fee acquisitions, or an “Assignment of Rights” for other than fee acquisitions (which
documents will be based upon the Office’s standard versions of those documents), to be recorded on
the title of the property with the county auditor. Our organization acknowledges that any property
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acquired in fee title must be immediately made available to the public unless otherwise provided for in 
policy, the Agreement, or authorized in writing by the Office Director. 

12. [for Development, Renovation, Enhancement, and Restoration Projects Only–If our organization
owns the project property] Our organization acknowledges that any property owned by our
organization that is developed, renovated, enhanced, or restored with grant assistance must be
dedicated for the purpose of the grant in perpetuity unless otherwise allowed by grant program policy,
or Office in writing and per the Agreement or an amendment thereto.

13. [for Development, Renovation, Enhancement, and Restoration Projects Only–If your organization
DOES NOT own the property] Our organization acknowledges that any property not owned by our
organization that is developed, renovated, enhanced, or restored with grant assistance must be
dedicated for the purpose of the grant as required by grant program policies unless otherwise provided
for per the Agreement or an amendment thereto.

14. [Only for Projects located in Water Resources Inventory Areas 1-19 that are applying for funds
from the Critical Habitat, Natural Areas, State Lands Restoration and Enhancement, Riparian
Protection, or Urban Wildlife Habitat grant categories; Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account; or
the Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration program, or a Salmon Recovery Funding Board
approved grant] Our organization certifies the following: the Project does not conflict with the Puget
Sound Action Agenda developed by the Puget Sound Partnership under RCW 90.71.310.

15. This resolution/authorization is deemed to be part of the formal grant application to the Office.

16. Our organization warrants and certifies that this resolution/authorization was properly and lawfully
adopted following the requirements of our organization and applicable laws and policies and that our
organization has full legal authority to commit our organization to the warranties, certifications,
promises and obligations set forth herein.

This resolution/authorization is signed and approved on behalf of the resolving body of our organization by the 
following authorized member(s): 

Signed ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Title ________________________________________________________________ Date_____________________________________ 

On File at:___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This Applicant Resolution/Authorization was adopted by our organization during the meeting held: 
(Local Governments and Nonprofit Organizations Only): 

Location: ___________________________________________________________________Date:___________________________ 

Washington State Attorney General’s Office 

Approved as to form _______________________________________________2/13/2020_____________________ 
Assistant Attorney General Date 

You may reproduce the above language in your own format; however, text may not change. 

8/19/2024City of Tukwila City Hall (6200 Southcenter Blvd)
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