
City of Tukwila  
6200 Southcenter Blvd. 
Tukwila, WA 98188

AGENDA 
Lodging Tax Advisory Committee 
11:30 A.M., Friday, April 18, 2025 

Hybrid Meeting 
The public can view and listen to the meeting with the information below or attend the meeting in person at 

Tukwila City Hall (6200 Southcenter Blvd.), Hazelnut conference room. 

CALL IN INSTRUCTIONS: 253-292-9750 PHONE ID:  859 286 134# 

Join on your computer or mobile app:  Join the meeting now
For assistance during the meeting, please call (206) 731-9071. 

1. Welcome and Introductions

2. Review of Agenda

3. Approval of Minutes

a. February 14, 2025

4. Special Presentations

5. General Business

6. Pending Funding Requests

a. 2025/2026 Starfire Sports ($160,000, $80,000 per year)

7. Announcements

8. Roundtable

9. Adjourn

Next Scheduled Meeting:  When: TBD 
Location: Hybrid 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YzdjZjg3NjAtMDBkNS00NzZkLWEwN2MtMGM2MjY3MzI1YTZl%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%226ea0f6bd-e8b7-4388-a3ba-ca42e373cec2%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2279de5451-28ab-457f-a724-11c7dc0dafe3%22%7d


 
 

City of Tukwila  
6200 Southcenter Blvd.  
Tukwila, WA 98188  

DRAFT 
 

Lodging Tax Advisory Committee 
Minutes 

11:30 AM | February 14, 2025 
 

Hybrid Meeting  
(Via Teams and at Hazelnut Conference Room at Tukwila City Hall) 

 
Members Present:  Chair Tosh Sharp, Miesa Berry, Jim Davis, Brian Jones 
 
Members Absent: Jean Thompson  
 
City Staff Present: Laurel Humphrey, Brandon Miles, Derek Speck 
 
Others Present:  Mark Everton, Seattle Southside Regional Tourism Authority 

 
Agenda Item 

 
Action Follow-Up 

Welcome and Introductions Chair Sharp called the meeting 
to order at 11:37 AM. 
 
Committee members 
introduced themselves. 
 

None 

Review of Agenda 
 

Reviewed None 

Approval of Minutes of 
December 20, 2024 
 

Jim moved approval. Miesa 
seconded.  Motion passed.  
 

None 

Special Presentations 
 

• 2026 World Cup 

 

 
 
Mark Everton presented an 
update on the 2025 Club World 
Cup and the 2026 FIFA World 
Cup. 
 

 
 
None 
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General Business 
 

• None 

 
 
None 

 
 
None 
 
 

Pending Funding Requests 
 

• 2025 Juneteenth 
 
 

 
 
Brandon presented an 
application for $10,000 for the 
City’s 2025 Juneteenth event. 
 
Jim moved approval. Tosh 
seconded. Motion passed. 
 

 
 
None 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 

 
Brandon mentioned that LTAC 
has two open positions and 
encouraged members to 
suggest potential members 
who could apply. 
 
Mayor’s State of the City 
Speech 4/2/25 6:00 PM at the 
Performing Arts Center at 
Foster High School. 
 

None 

Roundtable 
 

Chair Sharp mentioned the City 
is considering a holiday lighting 
program.  
 

None 

Adjourn The meeting adjourned at 
12:05 PM. 
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Staff Memorandum 

Lodging Tax Advisory Committee Funding Request 

Name of Applicant: 
Starfire Sports 

Address: 
14800 Starfire Wy 
Tukwila, WA 98188 

Total Funds Requested:  

$160,000 two-year funding request ($80,000 in 2025 and $55,000 in 2026) 

About the Applicant:  
Starfire Sports, a non-profit entity, has grown into one of the premier sports facilities in the United 
States. Over 1.3 million people visited the facility in 2024 to take part in soccer, rugby, and lacrosse 
tournaments; to play in outdoor and indoor soccer leagues; to engage in sport specific training; to 
review professional sporting events; and for STEM educational courses. Starfire is home training 
ground for the OL Reign and the Seattle Seawolves. 

Opening in 2003, Starfire Sports has 12 outdoor fields and two indoor fields. The facility is located at 
Fort Dent Park, which is owned by the City of Tukwila. Also located at the Park is a small children’s 
play area and trails that connect to the regional trail system. The City has maintenance reasonability 
for the play area, trails, and parking area. 

Starfire regular hosts multiday, weekend soccer, rugby, and lacrosse tournaments, which brings in 
teams from throughout North America. Teams stay in hotels throughout the Seattle Southside region, 
with a typical split of 70/30 between Tukwila and SeaTac hotels. Players and their families can been 
seen throughout Tukwila, at Westfield Southcenter, the Family Fun Center, and area restaurants. 

Funds Previously Awarded: 
$110,000 in 2023-2025. 

Funding Request Narrative: 
Starfire is requesting lodging tax funds in 2025/2026 to assist in promotion and facilitation of leagues, 
events, and tournaments. The goal is to have 1,300,000 (not unique) total attendance for Starfire 
related events and to generate 10,000 room nights in area lodging businesses. Starfire will promote 
its events through email and online marketing, with regional sports organizations and social media 

Staff Comments: 
After Westfield Southcenter, Starfire is the largest draw of visitors in the City and likely the largest 
draw for overnight guests. Additionally, the tournaments and leagues at Starfire bring in people from 
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throughout the Puget Sound region on day visits to the City. Starfire visitor count including in their 
application does not include all third-party events, thus the numbers may actually be lower than the 
actual tourist impact on the City. 
 
Since it’s opening, Starfire has been a great partner for the City and has helped the City grow a brand 
in the soccer and rugby community as being the epicenter of [soccer] or [rugby] in the Pacific NW. 
 
Consistency with Six Year Financial Model: 
For 2025 and 2026, the Six Year Financial Plan shows the City spending $175,000 for sponsorship, 
such as this in both years. 
 
 

2025 Tourism Six-Year Financial Plan Allocation 
Sponsorships: $175,000 

Experience Tukwila 
(Approved) Funding Request: 

($15,000) 

PacNW (Approved) Request: ($20,000) 
General Operations 

Sponsorship Approved 
Request:  

($15,000) 

Starfire (Pending) Request: ($80,000) 
Remaining Sponsorship 

Funds: 
$80,000 

 
 

2026 Tourism Six-Year Financial Plan Allocation 
Sponsorships: $175,000 

Experience Tukwila 
(Approved) Funding Request: 

($15,000) 

General Operations 
Sponsorship Approved 

Request:  

($15,000) 

Starfire (Pending) Request: ($80,000) 
Remaining Sponsorship 

Funds: 
 
$80,000 

 
City of Tukwila Staff  
Recommendation to LTAC:  Approval 
 
Notes: 
Starfire will be required to execute a separate service agreement with the City. 
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