
City of Tukwila  

6200 Southcenter Blvd. 

Tukwila, WA 98188

AGENDA 
Lodging Tax Advisory Committee 

11:30 A.M., Friday, November 14, 2025 
Hybrid Meeting 

The public can view and listen to the meeting with the information below or attend the meeting in person at 
Tukwila City Hall (6200 Southcenter Blvd.), Hazelnut conference room. 

CALL IN INSTRUCTIONS: 1-253-292-9750 PHONE ID: 859 286 134# 

Join on your computer or mobile device: Join the meeting now 

For assistance during the meeting, please call (206) 731-9071. 

1. Welcome and Introductions

2. Review of Agenda

3. Approval of Minutes

a. October 24, 2025

4. Special Presentations

5. General Business

6. Pending Funding Requests

a. PacNW Tournament Rebate Incentive Program
i. ($20,000, 2026)

ii. ($20,000, 2027)

7. Announcements

8. Roundtable

9. Adjourn

Next Scheduled Meeting: When: TBD 
Location: Hybrid 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YzdjZjg3NjAtMDBkNS00NzZkLWEwN2MtMGM2MjY3MzI1YTZl%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%226ea0f6bd-e8b7-4388-a3ba-ca42e373cec2%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2279de5451-28ab-457f-a724-11c7dc0dafe3%22%7d


 
 

City of Tukwila  

6200 Southcenter Blvd.  

Tukwila, WA 98188  

DRAFT 
 

Lodging Tax Advisory Committee 
Minutes 

1:00 PM | October 24, 2025 
 

Hybrid Meeting  
(Via Teams and at Hazelnut Conference Room at Tukwila City Hall) 

 
Members Present:  Chair Tosh Sharp, Jim Davis, Brian Jones, Jean Thompson 
 
Members Absent: Miesa Berry 
 
City Staff Present: Brandon Miles, Derek Speck 
 
Others Present:  Constance  

 

Agenda Item 
 

Action Follow-Up 

Welcome and Introductions Chair Sharp called the meeting 
to order at 1:01 PM. 
 

None 

Review of Agenda 
 

Reviewed None 

Approval of Minutes of 
August 1, 2025 
October 10, 2025 
 

Chair Sharp moved approval. 
Motion passed 4-0.  
 

None 

Special Presentations 
 

• None 

 

 
 
None 
 

 
 
None 

General Business 

• None 

 

 
None 

 
None 



 
 

City of Tukwila  

6200 Southcenter Blvd.  

Tukwila, WA 98188  

Pending Funding Requests 
 

• World Cup 2026 

 

 
 

 
 
Brandon, Jefri, Pete, Kris, and 
Derek presented a request of 
$2,199,053 from the City of 
Tukwila for events, destination 
development, marketing, and 
economic development for the 
World Cup in 2026. 
 
Brandon presented revisions to 
the 6 year financial projections. 
 
Jim, Brian, Jean and Tosh asked 
questions about ROI, the six 
year budget, ongoing 
maintenance, whether the 
improvements require 
additional permanent staff, 
and allowed uses of lodging 
tax. 
 
Jean moved approval. Brian 
seconded. Motion passed 3-1. 
 
Derek presented some options 
for lighting for pedestrians and 
cyclists under bridges, 
interactive lighting at Westfield 
and outdoor laser lighting and 
received feedback. Some 
members expressed concerns 
about the interactive and laser 
lighting and support for 
permanent lighting for 
pedestrians under the bridges. 
 
Chair Sharp encouraged 
everyone to share their 

 
 
City staff will request budget 
approval from the City Council. 
 
 



 
 

City of Tukwila  

6200 Southcenter Blvd.  

Tukwila, WA 98188  

thoughts. Jim expressed his 
thoughts on the proposal. 
 

Announcements 
 

None None 

Roundtable 
 

Brandon noted the next LTAC 
meeting may need to be 
rescheduled.  
 
 

Brandon to reschedule. 

Adjourn The meeting adjourned at 2:15 
PM. 
 

 

 



 

City of Tukwila  

6200 Southcenter Blvd.  

Tukwila, WA 98188  

 
Staff Memorandum 

 
Lodging Tax Advisory Committee Funding Request 

 
Name of Applicant:   
Seattle Southside Tourism Authority (dba Explore Seattle Southside) on behalf of PacNW Soccer. 
 
Address:  
100 Andover Parkway W, Suite 150,  
Tukwila WA 98188 
 
Total Funds Requested:  
 
Not to exceed $20,000 in 2026 
Not to exceed $20,000  in 2027 
 
About the Applicant:  
Explore Seattle Southside has submitted a lodging tax application on behalf of PacNW Soccer for their 
Winter Classic Soccer tournament. 
  
Funds Previously Awarded: 
$28,170 was awarded for 2024; however, the 2nd weekend was cancelled and only $8,150 was paid at a 
rate of $10 per actual room night. For 2025 the City awarded $12,910 in funds on the same per room 
basis as 2024. 
 
Funding Request Narrative:  
PacNW Winter Classic soccer tournament is held annually over two successive weekends in January 
(January 9-11 & 16-19, 2026 and 2027 dates are TBA) at Starfire Sports in Tukwila.  The tournament 
generated over 2,000 combined room nights for the two weekend tournament. 
 
Starting in 2024 the City and Explore Seattle Southside begin to work with the event organizers to 
shift hotel usage away from Renton, Seattle, Bellevue and other cities to the City of Tukwila. The 
room rebate program has been successful. In 2025 over 80% of the rooms nights generated 
during the first weekend of the tournament were in Tukwila and over 55% of the room nights for 
the second weekend were in Tukwila, compared to just 33% in 2023. 

 

 
 



 

City of Tukwila  

6200 Southcenter Blvd.  

Tukwila, WA 98188  

 
Staff Comments: 
 
The City will pay a commission of $10 per room night for both weekends in 2026 and 2027.  All room 
nights must be booked through Event Connect and all actualized room nights will be verified by Event 
Connect. No commission will be paid on any room nights booked around the Event Connect platform. 
Explore Seattle Southside will be required to validated the numbers provided by PacNW. This is a not to 
exceed program, so if the room nights are not created, the City will not pay.  
 
Consistency with Six Year Financial Model: 
For 2026 and 2027 the Six Year Financial Plan shows the City spending $175,000 for sponsorship per 
year, such as this.  
 

2026 Tourism Six-Year Financial Plan Allocation 
Sponsorships: $175,000 

Experience Tukwila 
(Anticipated Request): 

($15,000) 

Seattle Seawolves (Approved)  ($90,000) 
PacNW Pending Request 

(Pending): 
($20,000) 

General Operations 
Sponsorship (Approved):  

($15,000) 

Remaining Sponsorship 
Funds: 

$35,000 

2027 Tourism Six-Year Financial Plan Allocation 
Sponsorships: $175,000 

Experience Tukwila 
(Anticipated Request): 

($15,000) 

Seattle Seawolves 
(Anticipated)  

($90,000) 

PacNW Pending Request: ($20,000) 
General Operations 

Sponsorship (Anticipated):  
($15,000) 

Remaining Sponsorship 
Funds: 

$35,000 

 
City of Tukwila Staff  
Recommendation to LTAC:  Approval 



























Combined Pickup Tukwila Combined Total Pickup
Tukwila Pick up 504 49% 787 29% 1291 3759 34%
Total Pickup 1039 2720

Combined Pickup Tukwila Combined Total Pickup
Tukwila Pick up 815 75% 815 1085
Total Pickup 1085

Combined Pickup Tukwila Combined Total Pickup
Tukwila Pick up 1004 83% 1291 58% 2295 3440 67%
Total Pickup 1207 2233

Weekend Cancelled

2025
Weekend 1 Weekend 2

2023
Weekend 1 Weekend 2

2024
Weekend 1 Weekend 2
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