
 

 

City of Tukwila 
Thomas McLeod, Mayor 

 

INFORMATIONAL MEMORANDUM 

 

 

TO:   Tukwila City Council 
 
FROM:  Brandon Miles, Director, Strategic Initiatives 
 
CC:   Mayor McLeod 
 
DATE:  November 24, 2025 
 
SUBJECT: Lodging Tax Funding Request 
        
ISSUE 
Review of lodging tax funding requests from Explore Seattle Southside acting on behalf of PacNW 
Soccer. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The City collects a 1% lodging tax on certain qualifying overnight stays in paid accommodations 
(hotels/motels/Airbnb) in the City. State law limits the use of these funds to tourism promotion1.  
 
The City’s Lodging Tax Advisory Committee (LTAC) reviews all requests for use of lodging tax funds. 
LTAC then forwards a list of recommended applications to the City Council for its review and 
consideration. If LTAC does not recommend an application be funded, that application is not 
forwarded to the City Council. The City Council may approve or deny any of the applications 
recommended by the LTAC. The City Council may also approve an application and increase or 
decrease the dollar amount awarded2.  
 
The City accepts applications on a rolling basis, with the LTAC reviewing requests monthly. 
 
Pending Applications 
 
At its November 14, 2025, meeting, the LTAC recommended approval of two funding requests from 
Explore Seattle Southside, which were submitted on behalf of PacNW Soccer. 

 
1 RCW 67.28.080 (6) defines “tourism promotion” as “…activities, operations, and expenditures designed to 
increase tourism, including but not limited to advertising, publicizing, or otherwise distributing information for the 
purpose of attracting and welcoming tourists; developing strategies to expand tourism; operating tourism 
promotion agencies; and funding the marketing of or the operation of special events and festivals designed to 
attract tourists.”  
 
2 On August 17, 2016, the Washington State Attorney General’s Office issued an informal opinion regarding 
whether a municipality could change the dollar amounts recommended by the local lodging tax advisory 
committee.  Specifically, the informal opinion states:  
 
“When awarding lodging tax revenues pursuant to RCW 67.28.1816(2)(b)(ii), a municipality may award amounts 
different from the local lodging tax advisory committee’s recommended amounts, but only after satisfying the 
procedural requirements of RCW 67.28.1817(2), according to which the municipality must submit its proposed 
change to the advisory committee for review and comment at least forty-five days before final action on the 
proposal.” 
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1. Explore Seattle Southside (PacNW), Not to Exceed (2026: $20,0000 and 2027: $20,000) 

 
PacNW Winter Classic soccer tournament is held annually over two successive weekends in 
January at Starfire Sports in Tukwila. Over 500 amateur teams from throughout the Western US 
were registered for the 2026 tournament. 
 
Prior to the 2024 tournament, a strategic effort was implemented to relocate room nights from 
Renton, Seattle, Bellevue and Federal Way to Tukwila hotels. An LTAC application was submitted in 
May of 2023 to provide a commission to the tournament organization to encourage team hotel 
bookings in Tukwila hotels for the January 2024 tournament. Through this funding request the City 
pays a $10 room rebate for each room night booked in the City through Event Connect, which is 
operated by Explore Seattle Southside.  The City has seen a drastic increase in Tukwila for hotel 
rooms, both in 2024 and 2025 through this program. It’s expected that the City will see a significant 
number of room nights in both 2026 and 2027. 
 
Two separate applications were submitted to the City, one for 2026 and another for 2027. 
 
LTAC Recommendation on Application: Approval. 
 
Staff Recommendation on Application:  Approval. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
The total request for the lodging tax application will not exceed $40,000 to support the two funding 
requests.  No general funds dollars will be used for these funding allocations.  The funding 
allocations are consistent with the six-year financial plan for the lodging tax fund and the City’s 
adopted budget. Any unused funds will remain within the lodging tax fund. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the City Council approve the two lodging tax applications as presented. 
Staff suggests this be placed on the December 15 consent agenda. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

1. 2026 Lodging Tax Funding Application, Explore Seattle Southside 
2. 2027 Lodging Tax Funding Application, Explore Seattle Southside 
3. Staff Report to Lodging Tax Advisory Committee  
  

   
 

8



9



10



11



12



13



14



15



16



17



18



 

City of Tukwila  

6200 Southcenter Blvd.  

Tukwila, WA 98188  

 
Staff Memorandum 

 
Lodging Tax Advisory Committee Funding Request 

 
Name of Applicant:   
Seattle Southside Tourism Authority (dba Explore Seattle Southside) on behalf of PacNW Soccer. 
 
Address:  
100 Andover Parkway W, Suite 150,  
Tukwila WA 98188 
 
Total Funds Requested:  
 
Not to exceed $20,000 in 2026 
Not to exceed $20,000  in 2027 
 
About the Applicant:  
Explore Seattle Southside has submitted a lodging tax application on behalf of PacNW Soccer for their 
Winter Classic Soccer tournament. 
  
Funds Previously Awarded: 
$28,170 was awarded for 2024; however, the 2nd weekend was cancelled and only $8,150 was paid at a 
rate of $10 per actual room night. For 2025 the City awarded $12,910 in funds on the same per room 
basis as 2024. 
 
Funding Request Narrative:  
PacNW Winter Classic soccer tournament is held annually over two successive weekends in January 
(January 9-11 & 16-19, 2026 and 2027 dates are TBA) at Starfire Sports in Tukwila.  The tournament 
generated over 2,000 combined room nights for the two weekend tournament. 
 
Starting in 2024 the City and Explore Seattle Southside begin to work with the event organizers to 
shift hotel usage away from Renton, Seattle, Bellevue and other cities to the City of Tukwila. The 
room rebate program has been successful. In 2025 over 80% of the rooms nights generated 
during the first weekend of the tournament were in Tukwila and over 55% of the room nights for 
the second weekend were in Tukwila, compared to just 33% in 2023. 
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City of Tukwila  

6200 Southcenter Blvd.  

Tukwila, WA 98188  

 
Staff Comments: 
 
The City will pay a commission of $10 per room night for both weekends in 2026 and 2027.  All room 
nights must be booked through Event Connect and all actualized room nights will be verified by Event 
Connect. No commission will be paid on any room nights booked around the Event Connect platform. 
Explore Seattle Southside will be required to validated the numbers provided by PacNW. This is a not to 
exceed program, so if the room nights are not created, the City will not pay.  
 
Consistency with Six Year Financial Model: 
For 2026 and 2027 the Six Year Financial Plan shows the City spending $175,000 for sponsorship per 
year, such as this.  
 

2026 Tourism Six-Year Financial Plan Allocation 
Sponsorships: $175,000 

Experience Tukwila 
(Anticipated Request): 

($15,000) 

Seattle Seawolves (Approved)  ($90,000) 
PacNW Pending Request 

(Pending): 
($20,000) 

General Operations 
Sponsorship (Approved):  

($15,000) 

Remaining Sponsorship 
Funds: 

$35,000 

2027 Tourism Six-Year Financial Plan Allocation 
Sponsorships: $175,000 

Experience Tukwila 
(Anticipated Request): 

($15,000) 

Seattle Seawolves 
(Anticipated)  

($90,000) 

PacNW Pending Request: ($20,000) 
General Operations 

Sponsorship (Anticipated):  
($15,000) 

Remaining Sponsorship 
Funds: 

$35,000 

 
City of Tukwila Staff  
Recommendation to LTAC:  Approval 
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